Social Justice Research Paper
During your research process, you should be thinking about what you want your thesis statement to say.  That is the point of researching, after all.  You need to learn about your topic so that you can then inform your reader about it.  Remember, the first point of your thesis will identify the social justice issue, so as you read articles about your topic, consider how the facts you are learning could become thesis points.  You will do the same as you research the person, group, or organization currently working to address the issue.  The following sample thesis statements illustrate how this process might evolve.   
Example of a Simple Thesis

____________________________ is a social injustice, and ______________________ works to address this issue.

The lack of clean drinking water is a social injustice, and WaterAid works to address this issue.

Example of an Elevated Thesis

The lack of clean drinking water is a social injustice because _____________________________, and WaterAid works to address this issue by _______________________________.

The lack of clean drinking water is a social injustice because it gravely impacts the health of individuals who drink contaminated water, and WaterAid works to address this issue by building wells in areas where clean water is not available.

Your Simple Thesis

_______________________________________ is a social injustice, and __________________________ works to address this issue.

Your Elevated Thesis
______________________________________ is a social injustice because________________________

___________________________________________________________________________, and

___________________________________________ works to address this issue by _________________

_________________________________________________________________________________.
Once you have a thesis formulated, the next task is to organize and use the information you found during the research process to support your thesis points.  Remember that these thesis points will become body paragraphs.  Completing a simple outline can be helpful.  The following outline contains all the elements of the paper; however, we will begin by focusing on the body paragraphs.

I. Intro

A.  Hook


B.  Ladder


C.  Thesis

II.  Body Paragraph- Social Injustice
A. Topic Sentence (The lack of clean drinking water gravely impacts the health of those who 

drink contaminated water.)


B.  Fact/Background Info/Comment



1.  Quote with citation


2.  Explanation/Elaboration of Quote


C.  Fact/Background Info/Comment


1.  Quote with citation


2.  Explanation/Elaboration of Quote


D.  Concluding Sentence- Genralization/Synthesis/Inference
III.  Body Paragraph- Person/Group/Organization
A.  Topic Sentence (WaterAid works to address this issue by building wells in areas where clean 

water is not available.)


B.  Fact/Background Info/Comment



1.  Quote with citation


2.  Explanation/Elaboration of Quote


C.  Fact/Background Info/Comment



1.  Quote with citation


2.  Explanation/Elaboration of Quote


D.  Concluding Sentence-- Genralization/Synthesis/Inference
IV.  Conclusion


A.  Concluding thoughts


B.  Restated thesis


C.  Call-to-Action/If-Then Statement/Solution

